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ITIl the entrance of American troops
Into the front-lin- e trenches the rifle
is coming Into Its own In the Eu-

ropean wnr. Hitherto, except with
the Canadians, It has not played the
part that might have heen expected
of It.

Already the deadly accuracy of
American marksmanship has taken
Its toll of German victims, for the
rifle Is the favorite weapon of our
troops.

The reasons for this are several.
The American Is a hunter by. tradition. It Is In

his blood becnuse his father nnd grandfather be-

fore him won the wilderness with the old muzzle-loade- r.

Daniel Boone nnd Davy Crockett and
Kit Carson are all old friends of his. The wild
West Is familiar territory, even though he may
never have crossed the Mississippi. For he has
read the tales of trappers and hunters and prac-

ticed them on n small scale in the woods out-

side his village.
The Amerlcnn Is a marksman by training.

What boy has not spent long days In the woods
with a gun In his hands? Whnt youth, excepting
only some born and renred In the lnrgest cities,
hns not come homo at night lu triumph with a
bag of cottontails?

The third reason why Sammy sticks to his rifle
In the trenches Is that It Is the best military arm
In the world.

For these three reasons, then because the rifle
Is his weapon by tradition and by training, nnd
heoausc the one he carries Is the best manufac-
tured our Infantryman backs the rifle against the
hand grenade and the bayonet. He can use nny
of the three, but for choice give him a clean C00-yar- d

shot at a moving spot of gray outlined
against the dun Flanders background of a scar-tor- n

hill.
It has been acknowledged for years that the

American regular array, small though It was prior
to 1017, Is the finest body of marksmen In any
nrmy. Our tennis competing at Camp Ferry and
at Klsley against the best shots of Europe and
(he western hemisphere, proved conclusively that
the superiority still rests with us.

The United States government has made for Its
army the most perfect military rifles ever pro-
duced. These are the Springfield model of 1903
nnd the 1017 model, both of which nre beyond
question better guns thnn those used by any other
army In the world. The. cartridges for these
weapons are the best now In use. Orders have
been placed for 2,020,000 rifles. The production
now averages 50,000 n week, sufficient to equlD
three divisions. One billion cartridges have been
ordered for practice In the training camps. Our
manufacture of rifle cartridges excels In amount
that of any other country. One firm alone turned
out 125,000,000 during one month.

The policy of the government has been to ap-

propriate about $13 a year for the rifle practice
of each soldier In the nrmy. Target ranges huvo
been built In all parts of the country. These
were available not only for the use of the army
and the National Guard hut also for rifle associ-
ations.

Germany lias not been able to do this. With
a standing army so great as the one maintained
by the kaiser In pence times, such an appropria-
tion would have Interfered with other plans. If
$13 n year had been spent on ammunition for tho
rifle practice of each man In the German stnndlng
nrmy and reserve, the Teutons would be far bet-
ter shots than they are today. But this gain
would be at tho expense of tho funds necessary
for the supply of munitions the general staff was
accumulating against the day of need. Prior to
tho war tho German soldier fired only about 12
ball cartridges n year on the range.

The rifle ranges In Europe are few nnd Inferior.
Land Is far too valuable to permit of much be-

ing used for such purpose. Scarcely nny of these
ranges nre suitable for practice nt n distance of.
over 400 ynrds. An appropriation of 513 to tho
man for ammunition would not havo made Eu-

ropean soldiers anything like as expert as ours.
Tho lock of opportunity to shoot under tie field
conditions, which are tho foundation of n gobd
rifleman's work in actual battle stress, would
necessarily havo debarred this.

The American Is a hunter. lie used to be n
rifleman from necessity, since his safety and his
food depended on his skill. He Is now one from
choice. There nro few ot our yungsters who do
not own or havo access to a .22 rifle, nud but few
who do not get an occasional chance to use a
shotgun. The hunting Instinct Is still strong In
us. It Is estimated that about 8,500,000 sports-
men In thlH country hunt every year with a rlfla
or n shotgun.

Even In thickly settled districts game Is still
plentiful enougli to offer enticing sport. Tho li-

cense fee Is smnll, nmouutlng usually to only $1.
Ammunition Is cheaper here than elsewhere. Tho
finest mid lenst costly machine-mad- e guns are
produced in this country. Most Important, we
have no established aristocracy which controls the
shooting preserves, to the exclusion of the gen-

eral public.
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The conditions In Europe are totally different.

Land Is owned by the nnd since
feudal times hunting hns been a privilege peculiar
to that class. Unless ho secures as
a the poor man has no chance to
learn to shoot. Nor have the middle classes any
better Ammunition Is expensive.
The license fee Is excessive, running as high as
$25. The only good guns are hand-mad- for the
reason that gunsmiths look only to the upper
class as purchasers. Hence no good, chenp,

rifles nre Lastly, there
Is no open land upon which to shoot.

For nil these reasons, the of Eu-
rope knows very little nhout firearms.

Man for man, the total number of troops In
the field taken into our Civil war
was the bloodiest ever seen. The operations In
Europe during the present struggle have always
been over a wide front. The numbers engaged
have been enormous nnd the totnl losses stagger-
ing. Yet the wastage of human life has been rel-
atively smull compared with that of the Union
and armies. There has been no Get-
tysburg, no Bloody Angle In the present conflict.

Why? Neither the forces under Grant or Lee
nttnlned the perfection of training acquired by
the armies ot today, with the exception of a few
star corps composed of picked regiments. The
heavy casualties were due to the Individual fight-
ing ability of the troops, to their expert uso of
the rifle.

From the days of tho minute men of the Revo-
lution, the of the American rifleman
has been conceded by all. Morgan's

proved their efficiency as marksmen In the
War for The raw

It again at New Orleans under
Jackson against Pnkenhnm's trained regulars. At
the Alamo, Crockett and Bowie, with n little
handful of riflemen, held the hordes of Santa Ana
at bay. Our history Is full of Incidents In which
a little band of grim men, their backs to the wall,
have held off many times their number by sheer
tenacity and deadly rifle execution.

The reason for this is not fnr to seek. In early
days America was a virgin land peopled by no-

madic tribes with an amazing skill nt woodcraft.
Theso natives had to be outwitted and outfought.

No country In the world, with the possible ex-

ception of British Southeast Africa, ever had such
n wealth of game as this. The first settlers wore

the greatest people on
earth. With them they brought little but fire-

arms nnd stout hearts. They had to defend them-
selves against the Indians and to live by tho
chase. Gradually they learned to raise grain,
fruit and vegetables natlvo to the lnnd of their
adoption. But for a long time their main source
of supply was wild game.

It resulted that every boy grew up with a rifle
In his hands. Inevitably these
faced with an based upon necessity,
developed the keen eye, the steady nerve nnd the

that made them the best shots ever
known.

With the growth of the country the tide of
civilization rolled westward. Clark opened the
great Northwest. Pike led tho wny to tho Itock-ic- s.

Always the son pushed to tho
raoro remote frontier. Tho greatest trek In the
history of tho western was on. For
50 years it continued. Almost every foot of the
West was won by toll and hardship, nt the cost
of sacrifice from which men and women emerged
strong nnd t.

The tradition of the hunt persists with us. The
rann used to tramping the hills for big game en-

dures hardship and privation for the Sake of the
sport, no learns to shoot at game
under difficulties of distance and visibility. It
follows thnt when he Is taken out to the rifle
range and Instructed he learns In n few lessons
the proper sighting and method of using the mili-
tary rifle.

Theso once acquired, he Is In n class by himself,
for he Is used to shooting under the same condi-
tions, though with less danger to himself, that ob-
tain at the front. No amount of practice nt the
rifle range can serve as a fit substitute for his ex-
perience.

It Is this training which lies back
of target practice that is for the

of the American array. The ma-
rine corps holds the finest record In tho service.
Fully one-thir- d of this wears the

emblem. At least one-ha- lf of the
marines are first-cla- ss riflemen.

To win tho expert emblem a mnrksmnn must
shoot over the course at all ranges from
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200 to COO ynrds In both
rapid arid slow fire and
must make above 253
points out of n possible
300. The sharpshooter
must average 23S out of
300 on tho same course.
It Is no unusual record
for a candidate of either
of these classes to hang
up ten consecutive bulls-eye- s

out of ton shots nt
the d range.

The German docs not
rely on his Individual abil-

ity with the rifle. He Is

Inclined to shoot wildly
and nt random. Reports
have reached us of Ger-

man companies frantically
wasting great quantities
of ammunition after a

feigned attack on the part of the foe.

This Is In part duo to the Germnn theory that a
certain percentage of hits will result from n glv'
en number of shots. The Boche Infantryman, ex-

cept nt short range, does not direct his aim at a
particular adversary. He fires for general re-

sults.
A German officer, for Instance, learns that there

nre n certain number of the enemy In a given
zone about 100 ynrds square, 500 yards In front
of his position. Ho estimates that If his company
sprays this zone for a half-hou- r a certain percent-
age of casualties will be Inflicted, dependent upon
the rapidity of fire, number of mnrksraen and size
of zone.

An American fnrmcr boy could tell him how er-

roneous this theory Is. He knows, because ex-

perience has taught him. Time and time again
he has fired with a shotgun into a flock of ducks
or a covey of grouse on tho wing bunched appar
ently so closely that n miss Is hardly possible,
There are 150 or 200 individual shot in the load
yet .such an attempt nearly always scores a com
plete miss. Naturally this percentage of failures
must be still higher in rifle shooting.

An attacking party may be advancing In what
looks like a dense mnss. There Is to the eye very
little space between the men. A "general results"
shot ought to score a hit. In point of fact, It
usually does not. Spaces between the moving men
nre constnntly opening. Very little of the front
offers n vital target. A shot through a knap-
sack, a helmet, through baggy breeches, or thick
leggings, even through the fleshy part of tho body,
will not stop a charging foe. The only way to
make sure of a hit Is to pick an Individual tar
get, nlm nt dead center, and fire accurately. An
Infuntrymnn In full equipment Is a good deal like
a hawk on a fence post. You nre likely to got
a lot of feathers from your shot and very little
hnwk.

The ability to shoot accurately hns made the
American rifleman dangerous. This same skill' Is
making our Infantryman superior to his foe on
the- - western front. General Pershing recognizes
tho need of maintaining this advantage, for In his
reports ho recommends thnt the greatest care
bo taken In rifle Instruction nt the cantonments
slnco this Is the most valuable weapon both In
offense and defense.

Put n company of crack German troops ngnlnst
an equal number of ours. Let them direct their
fire based on the "general results" theory at our
men while our boys follow the Amerlcnn method
of selecting nn Individual target. An average
company of Sammies would contain nbout ten
experts, 20 sharpshooters, 35 marksmen nnd a
large number of first-clas- s riflemen. Tho result
would not be hard to determine.

It Is becnuse of the deficiency of tho Germans
as riflemen that their general staff has resorted
so largely to the hand grennde. For the same rea-
son the French nnd British havo done the snme,

We read stories of infantrymen chasing troops
a quarter of a mile to get close enough to throw
hand grenades at them. Well-directe- d rifle fire
would havo been fnr more effective. There are
times at short range when the grenade Is a su-

perior weapon. One tossed into a group of men
will do more damage than a single riflo bullet,
but the supply of grenades a mnn can carry Is lim-

ited and the distance at which they can be used
effectively Is short. Since the French nnd British
are better shots than the Germans they send
more riflemen over tho top and fewer grenadiers.

The British regular array had a great reputa-
tion for shooting. Most of theso had seen serv-lc- o

In Egypt, Africa or other colonics where con-

ditions In n degree resemble ours. Tho work these
veterans did In tho first battle of Ypres and at
tho retreat from Mons, where with practically no
artillery they held four or five times their number
shows what marksmanship can do for nn army.

Tho Latin Instinct Is to uso tho knife. For
this reason the French and tho Italian revert
often to tho bayonet. Because the German does
not Hko close hand-to-han- d work ho prefers the
grenade.

The Canadian t our bornrother at onus. The
conditions thnt have made us made him. Ills ef-
fectiveness as a soldier is due to his Individual
Initiative nnd to his skill with the rifle. What Is
true of him Is true of our soldiers. Already they
show a tendency to stick to tho rifle. When they
get going well tho Germans will pray to bo put
ngnlnst any troops except Americans and tho
chief reason for this dread will be Sammy's

with the rifle.
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JESUS

LESSON FOR JUNE 23

TRIUMPHANT
DEATH.

OVER

LESSON TEXT Mary lsil--
GOLDEN TEXT Now Is Chrlit rleen

from the dead. I Corinthians 15:3).
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL FOn

TEACHERS Matthew 28:1-3- ); Luke
John 20:1-2- I Corinthians 15:1-5- I

Thessalonlans 4:13-1-

PRIMARY TOFIC-Jes- us' power over
death. Mark

INTERMEDIATE TOPIC The living
Christ.

SENIOR AND ADULT TOPIC-Chrl- sfa

resurrection and the Christian's assurance
of Immortality.

I. The Ministry of Love (vv. ).

1. By whom (v. 1).
Mary Magdalene, the mother of

James and Salome.
2. When (v. 2).
Early In the morning, the first day

of the week.
(3) Their perplexity (vv. R, 4).
They questioned as to who should

roll away the large "Hone from tho
month of the tomb. To their surprise
they found the stone removed. They,
like us, And their difficulties nre re-

moved before they come to them. If
tliey had believed him. their anxieties
and sorrows would not have been.

II. The Angel in the Tomb (vv. ).

Jesus knew thr.t these women would
come to the sepulchrr with unbeliev-
ing hearts, so he bad an angel waiting
there to announce to them the fact of
his resurrection. How many times we
are helped out of doubts and dllllcul-tle- s

by nn angel which the omniscient
Lord knew would be needed at a par-
ticular time. With such coininnions
and helpers no place need seem lone-

ly, and no condition need affright us.
The angel's message:

1. "Be not affrighted" (v. G).

What comforting words these mut
have been to these bewildered women.
The open tomb Is the cure for fear:
It steadies nur hearts when things look
dark and wo do not understand.

2. "Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, who
was crucified (v. G).

This three-fol- d designation with
marvelous clearness shows:

(1.) His humanity Jesus.
(2.) Lowly residence Nazareth.
(3.) Ignominious death crucified.
3. "He Is rlen; be Is not here; be-

hold the place where they laid him"
(v. 0).

These words throw-- light upon his
birth, humility and shameful death.
He who wns born In lowly circum-
stances, nnd suffered the shameful
death of the cross. Is now the con-

queror of death, nis resurrection
gives meaning to his death. If Christ
had not risen, then his death would
have been meaningless. "If Christ be
not risen, your faith Is vain; ye are in
your sins" (1 Cor. 15:17).

4. "Go your way, tell his disciples
and Peter" (v. 7).

As soon as It was known that Christ
had risen from the dead, they were to
toll It to the disciples. Knowledge of
Christ's triumph Involves the responsi-
bility of witnessing concerning It. The
disciples all needed this blessed news,
but Peter especially since he had so
denied him. Wonderful grace, this!

5. "He goeth before you Into Gall-le- e:

there shall ye see him" (v. 7).
Christ had told the disciples that he

would arise from the dead and meet
them In Galilee, but their unbelief
kept them from this blessed truth.

III. The Appearances of the Risen
Christ (vv.

These appearances had as their ob-

ject the restoration of the disciples
from their awful failure and discour-
agement and the convincing them,
without the peradventure of a doubt,
of Christ's resurrection. Sin-- e his
resurrection was to be the central
theme of apostolic preaching. It was
necessary that they have certainty of
knowledge as to this matter (Acts
1:3). Without the resurrection of
Christ, his death would be meaning
less. Out of the ten or more appear
ances. Mark selects three.

1. To Mnry Magdalene (vv.
Mary's heart responded to the Sa-

viour's gracious deliverance of her
from demons, ner sufferings were no
doubt terrible. She Is the first to the
tomb. Iler devotion is amply reward-
ed by being the first to meet the risen
Lord. Light will surely come to the
henrt that really loves the Lord,
though the faith Is weak. She went at
onco nnd told the sorrowing disciples,
but they refused to believe.

2. To two disciples on the way to
Emmaus (vv. 12, 13).

Luke gives full particulars
this appearance. Jesus had

walked, talked, and eaten with them,
convincing them that the Lord Is risen
Indeed (Luke 24:13-35- ). The testi
mony of such Is trustworthy.

3. To the eleven disciples (v. 14).
IV. The Commission of the Risen

Lord (vv. ).

After the disciples were convinced
of the truth of his resurrection, Christ
sent them forth to "preach the Gospel
to every creature."

What a glorious and supreme task Is
thlsl "He that belleveth and is bap
tized shall bo saved ; but he that bellev-
eth not shall be damned (r. 1G).

V. The Activity of the Enthroned
Christ (vv. ).

After giving the disciples their com
mission, he ascends on high, and from
the unseen sphere directs their activi
ties. Wherever thej went ha con
firmed their word

Knitting Bags, Work
Bags and Catch Alls

There Is nothlDg for It hut to knit
nud knit and then knit some more
and carry on. Shu who does not must
be forever explaining why not. it's
nn obligation und all that we have to
show that our hearts are In the right
place are kdlttliig needles, knitting
bugs and such things.

The four hundredth pair of socks
may prove Jut a little monotonous
but there are new knitting lings to
add tho spire of variety to our daily
lives. At the ribbon counters they
are showing some Immensely clever
ones nlung with other work bags and
"catch-alls.- " Those who spend their
time thinking of new things in hags
have grown to be such adepts that
life at tile ribbon counter promises
lo become mm continual round of
Joyous new bags from now until the
end of the year. Then unless the
war Is over they will begin all over
again with 101!) knitting hags.

A new arrival that charms every-
one is a knitting bag thnt looks like
a little umbrella. It is made of silk
or strips of ribbon, sewed together
and out Into n circle. The circle is
cut out In six scallops at the circum-
ference and the points of these scal-
lops nre sewed to the ends of the
narrow strip that forms the bandit

Silk Street Suits

Some time before the days of mid-

summer have really arrived, merchants
assemble stocks of silk street suits,
ready to be presented when the first
hot day comes. These midsummer
suits nre almost untrlmmed, but are
carefully designed and distinguished
by smart stylo-touch- and niceties of
finish that place them close to the
formal suit class. Clever women
sometimes take their graceful but
plain suits and tone them up with a
little effective hand work, but "even
without thnt, they are equal to almost
any demand.

There are many pretty suits of heavy
taffetas and of in the
displays. One of tho new taffeta suits
Is shown In the picture nnd It could
hardly be simpler or plainer, but It Is
remnrkubly good style. The coat opens
to the bust line, differing from earlier
styles which were open to the wulst
line. It hns a- - short, flaring skirt por-
tion with three plaits at each side and
n little dip In front, all very crisp
and spirited. Flat, white pearl but-
tons fasten It. They Invite the addi-
tion of u white pique vestco nnd col-
lar and white cuffs. Altogether they

three scallops at each end of tho
strip. Then the handle Is slipped
through n small slide made of the
ribbon nnd when it Is drawn 'throngr
the bug falls In the form of nn mis
brella. The tassel Is sewed nf tho
center of the circle of silk.

Work bags that will serve for
knitting as well as other kinds ot
work are made , of strips of pUilrV

and brocaded ribbon sewed together
lengthwise like that shown at tho
right of the umbrella bag. The top
Is cut In scallops and draws up on
narrow satin ribbons thnt run throng!)
a casing sowed along the base of. bi
srallops In the plain ribbon. tJmJjll
rings sewed nt the sides of the

ribbon are covered with cro-eli- et

silk und the narrow ribbon blind-
ers pass from the casing thrtugb
them.

I plow this hag a smaller working
Is gathered over large glass rings. It
Is made of plain satin ribbon Jolneri
with shlrrings over cord nnd fiuth.--
with silk tassels. The bag at tho
right Is made of narrow strips of rib-
bon feather stitched together. Its
mouth is a small embroidery boon so
it is always open and ready to catch
what may be dropped Into It. Jt
hangs from four cords of silk and W
finished with n tassel.

make this suit irresistibly cool lock.)
Ing. nnd that Is the charm of chnraoaj
in midsummer. White pup)ps' oni'j
stockings might be worn with It to
the best advantage.

Among these new silk suits thero n
one having n coat with threo flouncea,
set In across the back that is yery,
pretty. It has narrow pockets eet.on
at each side with sows of small but-
tons, and a belt of the silk. Thso
belts, In many silk suits, extend around
the waist in the most stralghtfomiKra
and mntter-of-fa- manner, which 1&
another point of departure frem
Style In cloth suits. The mnsr rwinnl
colors are navy, taupe and black, fefrt
ugiu coiors, ns sana gray or wUga
have a daintiness thnt compensate
for their being Bhorter lived.

The Palm.
To keep n, pet palm in order, th

leaves should lie sponged cnrcfMWy
every week. Don't water palnw t
often; let the earth become dry, thoa
soak It liberally


